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:'Bethedda-Chevy’ Chase High School has grown since 1935
when its first building was erected. Many buildings have
been built over the years. Fortunately, its first
building, designed by Howard Cutler in 1934, still

civeflegts its original character.? A

Bethesda-Chewvy Chase High School was obviously
modeled after the famous Wren Building {16935-1702), the
first academic building at William & Mary College,
Williamsburg, Virginia. Many historians believe that
the prominent English architect, Christopher Wren,
designed the Wren Building. Reminiscent of the Wren
Building, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School is a
Georgli an—-style edifice with & tempered elegance.
it is & restrained classical structwre built in red
brick  with flat walls, white ornamental trim, and
sxactingly placed architectural refinements, such as its
wood cornice, moulded brick courses and guoins.

VPef-1in 2iconn..oflaid  oodee gnU dnu. (B0 IlED. Su o

This two-story high school with attic and basement
was larger and more imposing than earlier Montgomery County
schools. Unlike most previous- county schools, - Bethesda-
Chevy Chase was designed as a laterally-extended structure
(29 "Bays long) with a strong horizontal directional
thrust of its east and west elevations. This
compositional arrangement echoes the Wren Building.
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FHYSICAL DESCRIFTION {CONTINUED)

Feminiscent of the Wren Building, the school is
ordered by the traditional tripartite {three—-part)
composition with projecting central pedimented
entrance  and surmounted by cupola. Deorgian—-style
chimney stacks at both ends effectively terminate the
composition. The design of Bethesda-Chevy Chase High
Bchool respects the rules of classical symmetry, hierarchy
antd proportion. The perfect balance of the composition
gives this building an ordered, controlled and serens
character. The edifice’s symmetrical character 1s most
pronouced from its east levation, which is  the main
entrance Ffacade of the high school. Originally, the
centrally located main entrance, rendered in the classical
Georgian style, was demarked by a grand flight of stairs.
Only architectural remnants of the main entrance exist.
The stairs have been destroved. The slate hipped roof
with Beorgian—style dormer windows endow the building with
the visual stability desired for civioc smonuments,.

Cupola, the small dome-like structurs on the
polygonal bases centrally placed atop the edifice, were
traditionally associated with civic architecture. The

inclusion of cupola on the Wren Bullding, and much later on
Cutler's high school, was a way to stress the civic nabtuwrs
of the respective bulldings. The wooden cupola with
copper  roof and  topped with iron weather vane makes the
high schools resemble town halls and public institutions.

In appearance, Bethesda-Chevy Chasse is &
conservatlve, revival stvle building. Technologically,
it was up-to-date, equipped with concrete footings, steel
windows, acoustical plaster ceilings, linoleum covered
cement floors, copper gutters and modern utilities.
It was a practical building with large {(usually 474" wide)
windows that emitted ample light. Recalling many other
architects working on major projects during this period,
Cutler worked with an snginser, James Fosey, who was in
charge of the technical aspects of building.

The horizontal extension of the building belies its
interior plan which is arranged around & long, laterally~—
sxtended hall. Originally, this hall was psrpendicular to
the central entrance hall and lobby, which no longer exist.
The administrative offices flanked the entramce hall  and
lobbys classrooms were on both sides of the main hall.
A cafeteria was included in the attics utilities were in
the basement.

Im 19241, over 3,000 people witnessed a fire burning
through the cupola and attic {cateteria)l o f Betheeda—
Chevy Chase High School. Six local +Fire companies
fought to save the buildings; teachers tried to save
records. One fireman, John Adair, the first person to
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FHYSICAL DESCRIFTION (CONTINUED)

receive a diploma (1929 at PBethesda-Chevy Chase, was
killed when a vehicle drove through the signal flares.
Another former B-CC student was later arraigned for arson.d
The cupola and attic were repaired.

Today, this buildimg is called the Language Arts
Building. Its classrooms are devoted to the study of
English and Fforeign languages. It mo longer houses

administrative offices or the cafesteria.

Since 1939, the long hall of this building has been
used Ffor and decorated by student murals. The first
mur &l (193%) depicted the discavery of America.
Interestingly. another early mural, called "A Vision of
the Future," depicted the architectural monuments of
Washington: the Lincoln Memorial, the Supreme Court, the
ClLibrary of Congress, the United States Capitel and the
Mational Cathedral. Apparently, Dutler, the architect of
BE-CL, helped the students detsrming how to render drawings
of buildings.3

During the 1930 and 1940s, the high sohool
axperienced  dramatic growth. The following doouments
the erection of mnew buildings and additions during the
period ending in 1945642

19235 lst building: L EEE, 828
lands: 24,059
1938 ist addition: $237, 855
land: 4,547
1941 Znd addition: 15,487
land: 22,273
1944 Trd addition: 4,7z84 4

Early building projects included gymnasia and an  art
facility. - By the late 19405, & temporary building on the
site of Bethesda-Chevy Chass High School was the first
home of Montgomery Junior College.

i
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Bethesda—-Chevy Chase High School (1934-8) is one of
the most important architectural landmarks in the history
of 20th century Montgomery County. The large size and
architectural dignity of Bethesda-Chevy Chase distinguish
this schoel Ffrom other academic buildings and make it
one of the county’s most important civic monuments of the
pre-World War II period. This classical monument
raveals how the spirit of the American Renaissance {late
19th tand® early  Z0th century}> @ ——-—Te Wits L revived
classicism and emphasis on cCivic pride, profoundly
affected Montgomery County. In addition, Bethesda-—
Cﬁé@y“ ChHase represents the gresat strides made by the

:Ziblic school system in  Montgomery County during the

Ve riy 20th century. These advaA¥és . culminatedy in  the
maturation and institution Df' the 12 vear program of
studyy ER P Y+ S

HISTORICAL BACEGROUND AND CONTEXT

Montgomery County, Maryland, suffered far less by the
Great Depression of the 1930s than other parts of the

country. A larger and more powerful federal government
resulted in the expansion of Washington, D.C. and its
suburbs. As the area grew so did Montgomery County and
the county"s school system. FBetween 1920 and 1940 the
number of students attending public school rose from 6,195
to 15,0%46. During the same period, the county’™s
expenditures on schools dramatically increased, reaching

‘52, 43?, 770,83 in 1945,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE {CONT INUED)

Growth and prosperity changed the county’s perception

of itself. A Ffeeling of maturity and sophistication
raised architectural standards and expsctations. All of
this helps to explain  why, despite, the nation-wide
building slump of the 1930 ---— a period winen most
architects had relatively few commissions, Montgomery
County could afford the services of professional

architects.

During the 1920 and 193%0s, the educational
architecturs in Montgomery County was shaped and
transformed by architect @ Howard Wright Cutler { -
12485 . Cutler WAS not & national ly—-known
architect, but he Was a professional. Selecting
Howard =~ LCutler a5 the principal designesr of

Montgomery County public schools reveals the county’™s
desire to projsct an image of professionalism  and
modernity, and to create & new academic image.

Howard Cutler came to Washington from Mew York State

with & protessional training. In Mew York, he worked in
the architectural offices of J. Foster Warner {for one year
and Bordon & Madden for seven yvears. Cutler was a member

af  the Central New York Chapter of the American  Institute
of Architects (AIA)Y before he was elected to the national
arganization of the AIA in 1915, At this time, hes had

besn in practice with his own firm, Hutchinson & Cutler,
for five years.® Throughout most of his career in the
Washington area, his offices were located in the District
of Columbia. However, late in his carser, he apparently
worked out of his home on Dale Drive in  Silver Spring,
Marvyl and.

Az an architect, Cutler well represented the spirit
of the Amarican Renaissance (late 192th  and sarly 20th
century) ———- itz civic ideals and revived classicism.
fiz Cutler brought standards of professionalism and  an
academic vision to his work, he transformed county school
architecturs, Interestly, it was dwing the 1%30s
e —— the period of the Great Depression, when Cutler’s
most important school commissions for Montgomsry
County were built. During the 12308, Howard Cutler
detinsd the academic image along traditional lines
by  often relvying upon  or making reference to classical
architecture, Cutler was concerned with the graat
traditions and symbolic potential of architecture. At
the sams +tims, he was a practical architect who made
effective use of materials and did not include extraneous
ornament . His academic approach and classical
vocabul ary endowed schools with the look of great
institutions in civic centers, thereby making the
"srhool house! of rural Montgomery County look passe,
out-of—-date.

f
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAMCE (CONTINUED)

Bethesda~Chevy Chase, originally called Western
Suburbia High School (1934-3) ,7  was one of Cutler™s
greatest achievements of the period. Cutlers design

tor this high school represents & new direction in the
county’s educational image.

In 1224, Rethesda-UChevy Chase High School, then

located on Wilson lLane in PBethesda, offered study
through  the eighth grade. By the Fall of 17%24, the
schonl added ninth  grade. Due to population ogrowth,
the school building was soon overcrowded. Two  vears
later, in 1928, the seventh through tenth grades wer e
moved into & new building &t 44th Btreet, Elm Street and
Bethesda Avenus. Records indicate that Cutler designed
this building,® which included =i classrooms, &
avditorivm with & capacity of 1,500 amnd a gyvmnasium. At

this time, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School was the largsst
in the Marvland.

The population of the Bethesda-Chevy Chase area
continued to grow. By the =marly 1930s, thers was
already & nesd for a larger high school.

Interestingly, instead of asking Cutlsr to add
o to the 1928 building {which became Leland Junior
High School), the  Bosrd of Education sslected a new
wite not  far from the edisting Hethesda-Chevy Chase
High  School for  the proposed Hestern Suburbia  High
Sochool . The self-conscious cholice to separate the new

high school from the existing one may have been a way +to
stress the difference between the old "high" school, which

offered soms study above the sixth grade. and the new
"high" school, which provided a twelve yvear program of
study.*® A new and separate building thus proclaimed

the new sducational svstem instituted during the 1930s.

The county purchased $9%4,899% worth of farm land
ownsd by the prominent Watkins family  for Bethesda-Chevy
Chase High School. The Watkins house still stood on the
sita. This location was off the then developing East-
West Highway, near the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue,
and not far from the B & 0 Railroad line. The site was on
high ground, which gave the building great visibility from
different directions.

The school's main entrance was oriented toward the
mash, facing west-bound traffic on East-West Highway:
its sastward elevation overlooked Rock Creek and the Rocock
Cresk park system, which was developing during this period.
The selection of such a conspicunus location for the high
school on vital arteries of transportation and near Rock
Creel Fark effectively advertised the high school to the
public. Thus, Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School ssrved

)




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CDNTINUED)

as a public monument welcoming vigsitors to Bethesda from
the =ast, coming from the areas of Silver Spring and Takoma
Fark.

A new academic image was needed to express  the

advances represented by the newly instituted twelve WEAr
sysbem. Thig explains why the rmew high school reveals &
stylistic departurs from zarly zchools. Western
Suburbia High School shows that Cutler was  increasingly
sl f-conscious of stvle, particularly the symbolic
potential and historical associations of classical
architecturs, Cutler employed the Georgian stvle for

this new school of higher learning.

The bBeorgian iz the name given tar the English
A e, & classicsl 174h and  18th century stvyle. The
Emglish Barogus is known for its  symmebey, dignity and

i
i
i
!
i
!

academlcism, arnd f o being more restrainsd than
continental Harogus styles. 4 variation o thes
Georgian was transplanted to the English colonies  in
Now-th Fmerica,  including Virginia and Maryland., Both
Williamsburg, Virginia, and fAnmapolis, Mearviand, are known
for their Georgian Colonial architecturs. Georagl an
architecture was rejected by Gmericans after the American ;
Revolution hecause the stye was  associated with :
Erglish rule. The revived classicism of the ‘
American Fenalssance during  the lats 194h and early

20th century fostered a Georgilian Revival.

During the 1930s, Jahn D. Fockefeller’s
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia, resulted in
another bBeorgian Revival. By this time, the public’s
perception of Georgian architecture was positive, fs
a classical style, the Georgi an represented

tradition, civility,., and stability. Most importantly, it

was associated with the roots of American cultuwre, and ,
perceived of as an American style. The Georglan Was ;
self-consciously viewsd as a style that linked Smerican ;
culture to Europeasn civilization.

Howard Cutler was one of many architects inspired by l
the Georgian Revival. His choice of the Georgian style }
for hiagh schools in Monmtgomery County was more logical than !
one might initially think, By selecting the [Beorgian, '
Cutler made reference to Maryland’s early history and to ;
early American educational traditions. Harvard College,. !
Massachusetts, and William & Mary College, Williamsbuwro, i
VMirginia, were the two oldest colleges in America. Their i
2arly builldings were rendered in the Georglan style.

The Wren RBullding (1695-1702), AFe first academic
edifice at. William &% Mary and believed by somg historians
to have been designed by the famous English architect




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE CCONTINUED)

Christopher Wren, was the obvious model for Bethesda-Chevy
Chase Migh School. Faeminiscent of the Wren Building,
Cutler’s Georgian—inspired high school possesses a tempered
slagance. It i a restrained classeical edifice that
expressed  the academic image sought by the Montgomery
County Beoard of Education.

* Original 1934-% blueprints of Bethesda-Chevy Chase
High School by architect Howard Wright Cutler ars
in the possession of Construction Division of
Montgomery County Fublic SBchools in Rockville,
Marvland.

= "he Tatiler (Bsthesda-Chevy Chase High Bchool®s
MEWSBDADEr ), Fridav, April 25, 1974 {50tk

arnniversary 1s8sue), A—20C,  column one.

An article entitled "Murals bring new life, dimension
to hallwaysY {The Tatiler, Friday, April 23,
1974, B-7, column ongl states  that
students took snapshots of buildings and then met
with "the architect who had designed B-LOC. Y

“ "Sohool File," HMontgomery County Historical Society,
Fockville, Marvliand. :

= See Appendix, . Guy Jewell, From One Boom Lo

-

i

il

From 1732 to 19435, Rockville, Marvland:
Montgomery County Fublic Schools, 1976, Z20-1.

et Farin M.E. Aleris’s manuscript on the architectursal
history of sducational institutions in Moantgomery
County, 1900-1945 {(Montgomery County Historic
Freservation Commission and Maryland Historic
Trust? includes a summary of Howard
Cutler™s architectural caresr and his work for
the Montgomery County Beard of Education.
Some valuable information on Cutler was found
in the Archives of the éAmerican Institute of
Architects (RG BOZI Bowx 221, Folder 71).

ke Cutler’s bluesprints {1934) call the high school
Western SBuburbia High School.

& The early rendsrings (1928) of Bethesda-Chevy

hase High Bohool tleland Junior High School?

arg by Cutler (Division of Construction,
Montgomery County FPublic Schools).

hd For more information on this, see Alexis’
manuscript (including bibliography? on the
architectural history of sducational insti-
tutions in Montgomery Dounty, 1200-1945,
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i R S Jmrlnendadd Sl A s irmf:

o . -The QmmlnlmtraLlnr Building of Pethemdm~Ch@~ Chase
High School (1952)  still reflects its Drlglﬂal
character. It was designed by architect Rhees Burket to
complement Howard Cutler’™s 1975 building - (the first
building on CaMPpUs). Burket™ s ﬁﬁmlnlatratlon Building
WAS- conc91ved as a large academic sdifice with a sense of
tradltzcn, dignity and tempered elegance ocreated by
symmetrizal balance and the classical Georgian  style.
I+ i= an all maszonry construction of red brick walls,
white frim {woond corniocel, wlate roof  with  wood doroer

windows, and concrete footings and basea.

Burket’ tratings ang renderings +from 194749
proposed we;eral mlL&rnﬁtlfam for future bullding projschs.
The design concept for 1@ Future administration building
closely ressnbles  the architact’a s2arly proposals for  an
administration building (19247 and a physical education
facility iwhich was never built to Burket’ s esarlisst
specifications). Burket snvisioned a T-shape plan with
an: administration center and library’{(to the rear). &
covered passage would connect the admlﬁlatratlan building
with +the 1238 editfice. Frobably due to Financial
limitations, these buildings were pgt.erected in the late
1940s. . However, Burket®s design (1%94%) for a badly
needed cafeteria (B374" longs EDS,OQOi'cubic fest; &HOO0
person  capacity) was built in 1950 on the site of the
administration center. It was to serve as the basemsnt
of  the futuwre administration builiding. This structurs
included space fgﬁua?§empgg§§y;1;pr§ﬁy.;%w.a

Finally, dmos 1%L, «JoBuiket®slC ileas  for the
Administration Building fDD% the;r ﬁ&e%&mt shape. Burket
designed =& two story (from the front: three stories from
the rear) Georgan style edifice with full attic and
hasement f(which already sxisted as the cafeterial. This
design respected Cutler’s 19335 Georgian academic building,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FHYSICAL DESCRIFPTION (CONTIMNUED?

which was modeled after the famous Wren BRuilding  {(1&95-
17025, the First academic building at William % HMary
Colleges, Williamsbhurg, Virgini & Burket s structure is

also in this btradition.

Burket's Administration Building is & restrained
classical structure built  in red brick with flat walls,
white tring {wood ocorniced, Righ hipped Georgian style

ate roof with dormer windows and Georgian stvle chimney
stacks {framing the center pavilion (135 bavys) It &lso

includes moulded brick articulations, shone quainﬁ and some
wrnamental stone work. FRecalling Cutler®s 1925 budldimo,
this high school structurs  is laterallyv-extended (25 bays
long)  with the main sntrance on  the long side  {(soubh

@levation? Ffacing Hast-Wesh Highway The school i
ordered by the %rwdlflﬂma¢ tFlﬁ&Pt§+E {thres-part)
compasition with ¥ ting pavilion and sides.,

uwlptural

The slsgant main entrance AR E R 4
pediment isg atad Dy Flight of
of the bullding beliss 1l
around a lomng, laterally
B { e i tmain) floor, the lomg hall
flanked by administrative B o bhe second and third
{atticy floors. ths hall i anked by oclassrooms,

REFOSITORIES AND SOURCES

Gentral FRecords, Montgomery County Fublic Schools:

Construction Division, Montgomsry County Fublic Schools:

The Iattler. Bethesda-Chevy Uhase High School’s newspaper,
Friday, fApril 25, 197é6;




il DI VAR TGAN UL | M: 5-11-1y

f
|

S et maprd o

. e o oorloo . o . .,.' N
‘PERIOD i - = AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW N
~PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
- —1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION AW ~SCIENCE
~-1500-1599 ICULTURE —EC| MICS . ~MTERATURE —SCULPTURE
— 1600-1699 z::ﬂl TECTURE DUCATION —MILITARY ' e BSOCIAL/HUMAMNITARIAN
—1700:17%9 ~ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC ~THEATER
—1 0-.1899 —.COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY E —TRANSPORTATION
3%:20- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION -
= | CoTas e o0 vy

‘1

; SPECIFIC DATES 1 952 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Rhees Burket

i

5‘ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The fAdministrstion Building (1953 of Hethesda- <Dhigeey
Chase High School, designesd by & Burket, s an
important architectural landmark in  the history e
Montgomery County and its public srhools. This Georgian
%tviw gdifice represents the persistencs of the classical
tradition during a period overwhelmed by Bauhaus-inspired

moderni sm. It is of great historical significance
because it is the last beorgian styls academic Building
erected for a public school in Mont comery Dounty. By the
1950%, modernism  had completely gcliipsed traditional
architectural forms in public school design. Burket =
design respected the ‘tradifional image ~ of academic
architecturs established by Howard Wright Cutler in

Montgomery County.

N

o mDufing the 1930, architect Howard Cutler definesd
the academic image m¥ Hontgomery County®s public schools
along traditional lines. He "~ oftern’ relied Lp o
retersnoes to classical architecturs. Cutler Was
concernesd with the great traditions and symbolic
potential of architecture. In 1934, Cutler used the
Georgian  stvle for Bethesda- ~Chevy Chase High School  and

Montgomery Blair High School.

The Georgian ig the name given te the English
Barogus, a classical 17th  and 1Bth century style., The
English Barogque is known for its symmatry, dignity and
academicism, and for being more restrained than
continental Rarogque styles. & variation o f the
Georglan WA transplanted to the English colonies iR
Morth America, including Virginia and Marvland. ' Both

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET'IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : (COMNTINUED)

Williamshurag, Virginia, and Annapolis, Marvland, are
krown + o their Georgian Colonial architecture,
Georgian  architecture was reiected by Americans after the
Amarican Fevolution hecause the stye was associated
with Erglish rule. The revived icism of  the
fmeaErican Fer 1ad anc @arly

AT during  the 1z 5
20th century ostered a Georgian Fevival .

':i
’{.

During thyes 19350s, Jobin .
restoration of Williamsburg, Virginia,
another Georgian  Fevival. By this time, Fres pnllw
perception of Georgian architecture was posi hisve,
A classical shtvla, the Georsgl an FERLIE &

adition, civility, and stability. Most importantly, it
was  associated wilth the roots of  American ol e, ard
Péluﬁi & &7 American The Georglan %

viswed  as tvle bhat  linked Ansrican

L ER ST i 3T

Montgomsry Zﬁun;y

think. o

reterence to Marvland

educational btraditions.

uPd Milliam & Mary Colles p

two  oldest ocolleges i Amarics 2 @ar oy
s wWere rendered in i

”uﬁ&!!

g
O R =

e

»

When Burket s Administration Buildin 1Ty wWas conpletsd in
1952, the social studiesz and mathematics oepartments wers
moaved into the second and third floors. By this time, the
campus  consisted of Cutler®s 1935 building  (the languages
arts  bullding: an arts building, gymrasia for = &
girls,  and tmmpor Wy gquarters for Montgomery County Jdﬁlwr
College (which was in  temporary oguarters). Together
these bullding formed a guadrangle around & central court.

S

Aleo ses Farin MJE. Aleuig: manusoript on the architectural
history  of Montgomery County™s  Public Schools: 10045
{1985 (Mantgomery County Historic Freservation
Commission and Maryland Historic Trust?.
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Construction Division, Montgomery County Public Schools;
Montgomery County Historical Society;
Central Records, Montgomery County Public Schools; . .

®
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ____lé._ﬂi___

not entire campus; _
building:  roughly 185' X 65!

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

East-West Highway, Chelton Road, Sleaford Road, Pearl Street,

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

o~

STATE COUNTY
STATE » COUNTY
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TiT
i KARIN M.E. ALEXIS, PH.D., ART & ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
ORGANIZATION ) DATE JUNE 1 988
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
2449 Villanova Drive 280-1107
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Vienna, Virginia 22180

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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BCC High School

M:35-47=+~  Montgomery Co., MD

Index to Photographs of the exteriors of

M: 251414
Buildings A and C
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